FRAMEWORK FOR THE PROPOSED LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT FROM YES - KENYA.
Points of Information:

· Background: YES Campaign- A brief introduction stressing the campaign’s objectives + its inception (origin), short-term and long-term goals etc.-How do these relate to national policy in the relevant to employment… e.g the NARC’s ERS* READ THE GOVERNMENT’S STRATEGY FOR ECONOMIC RECOVERY AND WEALTH CREATION + PICK OUT SPECIFIC ISSUES.. (An elaborate and vivid illustration of the relationship is necessary here)
· Kenya’s participation in the YES campaign so far. Egypt etc.

· Post Alexandria developments (locally and internationally)… (point out and stress on specific developments that have a direct impact on the growth of the Kenyan economy).
More Information: 

· YES Mexico.

· YES 2006, Nairobi. 

Specific requests:

· Govt support.-material and moral
· Legal issues- protocol for dignitaries…
· Leadership role- region on YES issues.
· Reference- when dealing with ‘outsiders’

· Material support- including liaison support with relevant govt ministries + departments.

A LETTER FROM THE KENYAN CHAPTER OF THE YOUTH EMPLOYMENT SUMMIT (YES-KENYA) TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF KENYA, THE HONOURABLE MWAI KIBAKI.
Dear Mr. President,
Your Excellency, it’s with great pleasure and honour that we take this opportunity first to congratulate you on the wonderful progress that your government is making towards the achievement of the Economic Recovery process in the country. Secondly your Excellency, allow us to draw your attention to a particular issue, which we have no doubt is of great concern to you and your government and which is indeed the main aim of writing this letter to you. Your Excellency, this is the issue of Employment in general and Youth Employment in particular.
We are glad that the Economic Recovery Strategy (ERS) of your government is rooted in the twin concepts of Democracy and Empowerment. It is actually because of the gains so far made in the democratization process in this country that it is possible for us to write this letter and address you on the specific subject of it. For that, we join other Kenyans in expressing our gratitude to your government and restating our commitment to playing our roles in the process in the days to come. The subject of our letter has to do with the question of Empowerment and allow us now to give you the details under the following captions:
Introducing the YES Campaign.

Your Excellency, the YES Campaign is a global campaign launched in response to the enormous challenge of youth unemployment facing most countries and affecting millions of young people around the world. The campaign launched at the Alexandria Youth employment Summit, in Egypt on September 11, 2002 hosted by the Arab Republic of Egypt and co-chaired by H.E. Mrs. Suzanne Mubarak, First Lady of Egypt and Hon. William J. Clinton, the 42nd President of the United States has two broad objectives. These are: 
1. To build the capacity of young people to create sustainable livelihoods
2.  To establish an entrepreneurial culture where young people will work towards self employment.

Essentially, the YES Campaign aims at creating a platform for young people to contribute to their countries and communities with a newfound hope, vision and purpose.

1600 delegates including Ministers, representative of UN Agencies, government representatives, private sector personnel, NGOs and young people from 120 countries attended the launch of the campaign in Egypt and we are glad to let you know that Kenya was represented by 26 delegates at this event.
Your Excellency many developments have taken place after the launch of this campaign. Kenya in particular is among those countries that have established the YES Country Network proposed at the launch.  The role of the YES Country Network is to bring youth organizations together with governments, NGOs, the private sector, and academic and training institutions to develop programs and policies to provide youth with opportunities for creating livelihoods. 
Your Excellency, allow us now to take you through some of the Upcoming Events in the YES campaign before we make certain specific appeals and requests to you and your government in as far as Kenya’s continued participation in this campaign is concerned.

Upcoming Events:

YES Mexico 2004.

Your Excellency, another major global activity in the calendar of vents for the YES Campaign is scheduled for October 4-7 in Boca del Rio, Veracruz, Mexico. YES Mexico 2004 will be the YES Campaign's first Milestone Event, bringing together diverse stakeholders from youth organizations, governments and NGO's as well as leaders in academia. 
It will be hosted by the government of Mexico. Strategies will be reviewed within the context of the YES Framework for Action; successful programs, policies, and projects will be highlighted and shared among Summit delegates. YES Mexico 2004 will be an important milestone for evaluating global progress on youth employment.
A "State of YES Campaign Report 2004" will be released assessing the impact of the Campaign. 

Your Excellency, we are again pleased to let you know that efforts are underway to ensure adequate representation of the country at this event.

YES Kenya 2006.

Your Excellency, we are happy to inform you that our country has been chosen to host the global YES Summit in the year 2006. Like the previous summits, we expect to host more than 2000 delegates including Ministers, representative of UN Agencies, government representatives, private sector personnel, NGOs and young people from all over the world. Whereas the content and other details of this event are still being processed, we are delighted by the fact that the global community of youth employment campaigners has found our country the most appropriate host for one of the world’s most important events. Indeed, Kenya becomes the second African country to host the global summit on youth employment. In our view, this not only makes us proud as a nation but also puts us in the list of strong states in the world committed to the alleviation of poverty and the realization of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) as championed under the auspices of the United Nations.
Your Excellency, as a country we stand to benefit immensely from this opportunity. Apart from the economic gains in terms of revenue to the hospitality and transport sectors of our economy, we also expect that the international publicity that we shall receive will go a long way in improving our relationship with the rest of the world, including our development partners.

Our Requests and Appeals to your Excellency Mr. President and your Government.

Your Excellency, it is in view of the above that the Kenyan Chapter of the Youth employment Summit (YES-Kenya) wishes to appeal to you to kindly assist us in the manner outlined below:
· Kindly accept to avail yourself to Co-Chair (together with another distinguished world leader yet to be named) the Youth employment Summit for the year 2006 in Nairobi. 
· Help in sending invitations to some of the dignitaries expected at the summit including sitting and former heads of states. This is particularly with regard to issues of protocol and accessibility. 

· Give accent to and help advance Kenya’s leading role in the regional campaign for youth employment especially in the Eastern Africa region. We would particularly be glad if this could be brought to the attention of regional leaders at the appropriate forums, for example the Heads of States Summit of the East African Community.
· Accept to act as our reference in our quest for engaging with potential partners in the regional and global community, some of whom may require that we demonstrate the support from our own government.

· We kindly appeal to your administration to undertake to offer material support for the YES Summit 2006 so as to help in our bid to demonstrate to the global community the country’s commitment to host the summit. This will include liaison support from the appropriate ministries and departments of the government.
We are confident that you will, as you have done in the past, give your most valuable support to this noble initiative of the Kenyan youth. It is part of the efforts of the young people in this country to participate in building our great nation and make the entire world a better place for us all and we know we can always rely on you Mr. President for inspiration, advice and all forms of support.
We thank you most sincerely for the work you are doing to help improve the lives of the Kenyan youth, the entire nation and humanity at large.

May God bless you.
Signed for YES-Kenya.

cc. Head of Civil Service and Secretary to the Cabinet.
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